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The Layman's Sermon, &C. 


FAST, is of all ſeaſons the moſt proper and beſt adap- 
A ted to the taking a retroſpective view of our paſt actions 
and conduct; and that of this day is enjoined, I preſume, ex- 
preſsly for that very purpoſe : and, that thus deliberately taking 


a review of our paſt folly and iniquity we ſhould relent, and 


reclaim ourſelves, and with a contrite heart in ſuch manner 
repent as in future we may decline any further commerce with 
deeds ſo injurious to our happineſs. But ſuch a view, I fear, 
will be irkſome to many among us ; there is ſomewhat very un- 
pleaſing in a ſelf- condemnation to men of vanity, who, elated 
with imaginary perfection will never admit of the poſlibility of 
an amendment, and would receive ſuch a propoſal as derogatory 
to their ſufficiency and importance. It might therefore be con- 
ſtrued invidious in me, were I to arraign, and to lay before you 
in my own name a ſcene ſo alarming ; and you might with ju- 


ſtice retort, by aſking me if I conſidered my ſelf as the only 


4 ] 
guiltleſs perſon in the nation. To avoid ſo well- directed a ſar- 
caſm 1 will ſay nothing as from myſelf, but will intreat you 
ſcriouſly to reflect on the accuſation brought by the Prophet 
Laiab againſt his countrymen the Fews; and when you have 
done this, that you will compare the crimes there imputed to 
them, with thoſe of the people of theſe kingdoms. If the re- 
ſemblance in guilt ſhould not affect you as it doth me, I will 
for the future decline having the leaſt perception in diſtinguiſh- 
ing reſemblances : for it appears evident to me that if the Pro- 
phet had expreſsly addreſſed himſelf to this nation, he could 


not have delineated with greater accuracy ſome of the predo- 
minant and characteriſtic vices and folly with which we are 


overwhelmed at this day. 


I rurPossE being brief in my addreſs to you; and therefore 


ſhall only obſerve as preparatory to the introducing the words 


of the Prophet, that we have had one Faſt already on the occa- 


ſion for which this of the preſent day is appointed; and I think 


we may ſafely fay, if we may be allowed to judge from the ſuc- 


ceſs of our arms, that we are in the ſame fituation in which we 


ſhould have been if no Faſt had ever been thought on. We 
may conclude therefore that we are in the like woful condition 


with the Jews at the time their Prophet addreſſed them, But 
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your iniquitie have ſeparated between you and your Gop, and 


your fins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear. 


Is A. ch. lix. v. 2. 


Taz Prophet then immediately proceeds to the inveſtigation 
of the cauſe ; and explicitly taxes them with crimes and follies, 
of which, thoſe of the People of theſe kingdoms appear ſo exact 
a counterpart : theſe are his words, 

For your hands are defiled with blood, and your fingers with, 


iniquity, your lips have ſpoken lies; your tongue hath muttered 


perverſeneſs. | 

None calleth for juſlice, 707 any plcadeth for the truth: Hey 
truſt in vanity and ſpeak lies; hey conceive miſchief, and bring 
forth iniquity. 

Their feet run to evil, and they make haſte to ſhed innocent 
blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity, waſting and de- 
ſtruction is in their paths. 

The way of PE act they know not, and there is no judgment 
in their goings : hey have made them crooked paths, whoſoever 
goeth therein $HALL NOT KNow PEACE. 

Therefore is judgment far from us, neither doth JusTiCE over- 


take us: we wair for light, but behold obſcurity ; for bright- 


neſs, but we walk in darkneſs. 


L SY 
We grope for the wall like the blind, and we grope as if we 
had no eyes; we ſtumble at noon-day as in the night. 


IsalAn, ch. lix. v. 3, ef ſeq. 


WE have here then our follies and our iniquities placed be- 
fore us in the moſt vivid colours: and this is the day appointed 
for a ſolemn Faſt! What courſe then ſhall reaſon dictate to be 
purſued ? Are we to diſpirit our bodies by faſting ; to hang out 
demure and ſour countenances ; and to put on the mere exte- 
rior of righteouſnefs while our hearts are conceiving and nou- 
riſhing iniquity and folly ? Or are we to diveſt ourſelves of that 
diſpoſition of mind which is productive of the wickedneſs im- 
putable to 5 in the charge of the Prophet againſt the Fews ? 
My Brethren, let us not deccive ourſelves, nor be deceived by 
others: caution is neceflary left ye convert this Faſt into ſome - 
what worſe than a farce ; leſt under pretended acts of religion 
ye Some very hypocrites, and thereby ſeal your own con- 
demnation. Are ye to be told, that the body is not the of- 
ſenfive part of man, but the mind, whence all offences flow? 
Here evil thoughts are gencrated, Hence evil diſpoſitions from 
their tyrant-thrones deal havock and difaſter among mankind. 
To keep a faft, is to abſtain from evil; to ſolemnize a faſt, is 


to ſubduc the turbulent paſſions of the mind; and to make 
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ourſelves victorious over them, that in all the future they become 
ſubject to the guidance of reaſon. In ſo doing ye bring a bleſſing 
on yourſelves, and communicate happineſs to your fellow · crea- 
tures; this is the faſting of all rational religion, and becauſe it 
is productive of univerſal good, is acceptable to the Supreme 
Being. But if ye faſt with a view of imploring Heaven to 
enable you the better © to defile your hands with blood and 
« your fingers with iniquity ;”” that you may be encouraged to 
ce mutter with the tongue, perverſeneſs; to lay aſide “ ju- 
c ſtice, and not plead for the truth; to truſt in vanity, and to 
6 ſpeak lies; to conceive miſchief, and to bring forth iniquity;“ 
to ſuſſer : your fect (o run to evil, and to make haſte to ſhed 
« innocent blood of and to turn you aſide that © ye may not 
© know the way of Peace: If you faſt for theſe purpoſes, and 
with this view, you muſt not be ſurprized when at the next re- 
turn of this ſeaſon you find that © your iniquities have ſeparated 
c between you and your Gov, and your {ins have hid his face 


from you that us WILL NOT HEAR,” 


Tus E were the crimes imputed to the Jewiſh nation when 
the Prophet addreſſed them; and there was a dreadful ruin im- 
pending: but they were blind and could not ſee it, and there- 


fore they would not be reclaimed, or change their meaſures ; 
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but © groped for the wall like the blind, they groped as if they 
* had no eyes; they ſtumbled at noon-day as in the night.” 
Their ruin it is true was not ſo near as that with which we are 


threatened ; but fill it was impending, though at a diſtance ; 


it was approximated by revolving years, which in fine termi- 
nated that event. 


Aveiicasis to the buſineſs of this day, and as a warning to 
us, we may obſerve that this people was ſo degenerate that the 
Prophet charges them even with ignorance of the manner of 


keeping a Faſt. On theſe occaſions, it ſeems, they were become 


addicted to grimace, and were wont to put on the exteriors of 


ſorrow and contrition to the negle& of, and to atone for, the 


application of proper remedies to the internal diſpoſition of 
their minds, which were become debaſed by cruelty, injuſtice, 
avarice, with other the like pernicious qualities. The Prophet 


condemns this hypocritical management of theirs with a juſt and 


ſevere contempt. He then deſcribes to them the nature of a 


Faſt, and the manner of keeping it; what diſpoſition of mind 


ſhould reſult from it in future life, as a neceſſary conſequence, 
and without which all faſting was nothing more than mere equi- 
vocation and diſſembling: and laſtly, pronounces the good ef- 


fects they would derive to themſelves from the obſervance of a 


EE 
Faſt in conformity, to the manner preſcribed by him. The 
whole is ſo well adapted t the preſent ſeaſon, and to our cri- 


tical ſituation at this juncture, that I ſhould think myſelf inex- 
cuſable if I neglected giving you the paſſage at length: 


| Wherefore have we faſted, ſay they, and thou ſeeſt not? 
wherefore have we afflicted our ſoul, and thou takeſt no know- 
ledge ? Behold in the day of your faſt ye find pleaſure, and exact 
wherewith ye grieve others. 
Behold ye faſt for ſtrife and debate, and to ſmite with the fiſt 


of wickedneſs. Ye ſhall not faſt as ye do this day, to make 
your voicc to be heard on ligh. 


I it ſuch a faſt that I have choſen? a day for a man to af- 
flit his foul ] is it to bow down his head as a bulruſh, and to 
ſpread ſach-cloth and aſbes under him? Wilt thou call this a 
Faſt ?. and an acceptable day unto the Lox D? 

Is not Twis the faſt that I have choſen? 7 looſe the 
bands of wickedneſs ; to lighten the heavy burdens ; and to let 
the oppreſſed go free; and that ye break every yoke ? 
| Tr it max to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that thou bring 
the poor that are caſt out, to thy houſe ? when thou ſeeſt the 
naked that thou cover bim, and that thou hide not thy face from 
thine own fleſh ? | 
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Then hall thy light break forth at the morning, and thine 


health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily : thy righteouſneſs /ball go before 
thee, and the glory of the Lo RD ſhall beam in thy rear. 


Then ſhalt thou call, and the Loxy ſhall anſwer ; hou ſhalt 
cry and He ſhall ſay, Here J am, if thou putteſt away from thee 


the yoke, the reproachful pointing with the finger, and ſpeak- 


ing of vanity. 


And if thou pour forth thy ſoul to the hungry, and ſatisfy the 
afflicted ſoul ; then Hall thy light riſe in obſcurity, and 2 dark- 


neſs be as the noon- day. 


And the Loxp ſhall guide thee continually, and ſatisfy thy 


ſoul in drought, and make far thy bones 5 and thou ſhult & lite a 


watered garden, and like a ſpring of water whoſe ſources fail not. 
And they that ſhall be of thee, all build up the old waſte 


places; 7hou ſhalt raiſe up the foundation of many generations; 


and thou ſhalt be called, THE REPAIRER OF THE BREACH, 


Isaian, ch. 58. v. ui. & /zg. 


Sucn of us therefore as on a careful and candid examination 


have reaſon to impute to ourſelves any of the crimes enumerated 


by the Prophet, mult ſeriouſly endeavour to defeat that diſpoſi- 


tion of mind which was the ſource from whence they flowed, if 


he means to keep the faſt according to the * of the 
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Prophet; if he purpoſes to render this Faſt acceptable to Hea- 


ven; if he would endeavour to avert that ſignal ruin which 


threatens us as a nation. Let us not be amuſed with idle tales, 


nor yet with the artifice delivered in the preachments of ſelf- in- 


tereſted men, who in their fine- ſpun reaſonings may endeavour 
to perſuade you that war is a bleſſing, peace a curſe, and ruin and 
devaſtation a ſtate of proſperity and ſecurity. There are of this 
claſs who would exert every ſinew of perſecution to exterminate 
every religious opinion but their own, to the end that they might 

domineer the lords of the religious world, and who after the ac- 


compliſhment of their deſires, would ſink ſecurely into lethargic 


indolence and oſcitancy retaining nothing more of their own 
profeſſion than pride, pomp and avarice, their too conſtant con- 
comitants. Of ſuch beware; and let not their artifice incline 


your honeſt fimplicity ; they may bewilder your underſtanding 


with perplexing arguments on juſtice and right; they are tutored 


themſelves, and they labour in the vocation of ſelf-intereſt ; 
and this is an argument that they are not proper perſons to be 
your directors, and that you ought to put yourſelves under the 
guidance of reaſon only, which will inform us that from the 
heart of man proceeds whatever is ill, and till this is corrected, 


our faſting is but mockery ; our prayers, hypocriſy ; our praiſes, 


[ 28-4 | 
loathſome flattery : and that we FR but difſemble in calling 
upon the Supreme who is the Father of mercy, benevolence and 
juſtice. We were ſent into the world for the purpoſe of exert- 
ing the moſt extenſive benevolence, love and charity, with every 
virtue which can adorn human nature; and ſo long as we put 
them away from us we may rely on this truth, 'That Heaven will 
avert its eyes from us, nor will the Supreme be attentive to our 
prayers ; and the conſequence will be, that we ſhall be delivered 
up to our blindneſs and obſtinacy till we precipitate ourſelves 


into ruin, and become the ſcorn and reproach of the nations. 


around us. 


Ir, therefore, we purpoſe to ſolemnize the Faſt in ſuch manner 
as to render it acceptable, it becomes highly neceſſary that we 
take with us the advice of the Prophet: Ye ſhall not faſt as ye 
do this day, to make your voice to be heard on high. Behold in the 
aay of your faſt ye find pleaſure, and exact wherewith Je grieve 
others. Behold ye faſi for ſtrife and debate, and to ſmite with the 
fift of wickedneſs. Is it ſuch a faft that I have choſen ? a day for 
a man to akt his ſeul ? is it to bow down bis head as a bulruſh, 
and to ſpread ſack-cloth and aſhes under bim? Wilt thou call 
this a faſt ? and an acceptable day unto the Loxy? No; the 
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Prophet will not admit of this prevaricating mode of obſerving 


a Faſt; but calls for actions whence ſubſtantial good may he 
derived to our ſellow- creatures. He doth not ſuffer thoſe whom 
he addreſſes to call on Heaven to grant them the power of being 
injurious, or to ſtrengthen the hands of violence that they may 
deal oppreſſion ; but rationally calls upon the Jews his country- 
men, to the exertion of thoſe powers which they poſſeſſed in the 
cauſe of mercy, benevolence, juſtice, love, charity and peace: [Ts 
not this the faſt that I have choſen ? to looſe the bands of wicked- 
neſs ; to lighten the heavy burdens ; and to let the oppreſſed go free; 
and that ye break every yoke ® Is it not to deal thy bread to the 


hungry, and that thou bring the poor that are caſt out to thy houſe ? 


when thou ſeeſt the naked that thou cover him, and that thou hide 


not thy face from thine own fleſh ® And this my Brethren is a 


rational manner of ſolemnizing ſuch a day; for this is not merely 


abſtaining from evil and iniquity, but is at the ſame time pro- 
moting the practice of thoſe virtues, without which, human na- 
ture 1s at leaſt levelled with, it not rendered inferior to, the con- 


dition of brutes. 


AvERTING therefore our eyes from war, and the iniquitics 


of war, already ſo dreadfully experienced, and big with every 
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ill that can enhance human miſery; (ſince it is evident that in 
the manner Heaven has been already invoked, and for the pur- 
poſes for which He hath been called upon, the event deter min es 
that he goeth not ſorth with our fleets and armies z) let us 
change our meaſures and no longer perſiſt with Jewiſh obſtinacy 
to our deſtruction. Let us cheerfully accede to the propoſal of 
the Prophet; let us cloſe with that of the Apoſtle too, let us ſeek 
Peace, and enſue it as the means of rendering ourſelves acceptable 
to Heaven, and of diverting from us the impending ruin. Re- 
duced from a temper of fierceneſs, wrath and oppreſſion, to that 


of moderation, temperance and juſtice, we may expect to be fa- 


voured with the countenance of Heaven, and in the language of 

the Prophet, Then ſhall thy light break forth as the morning, and 
thine health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily : thy righteouſneſs ſhall go 
before thee, and the glory of the Loxp ſhall beam in thy rear. Then 
ſhalt thou call, and the Lorp ſhall anſwer ; thou ſhalt cry, and 

He ſhall ſay, Here I am, if thou puttef} away from thee the yoke, 
the reproachful pointing with the finger, and ſpeaking of vanity. 
And the Lord ſhall guide thee continually, and ſatisfy thy ſoul in 
drought, and make thy bones fat: and thou ſhalt be like a watered 
garden, and like a ſpring of water whoſe ſources fail not, And 
they that ſhall be of thee, ſhall build the old waſte places; thou. 


3 
ſhalt raiſe up the foundation of many generations ; and thou ſhalt 
be the repairer of the breach. I have laid before you the direc- 
tions of the Prophet how ye are to conduct yourſelves on ſuch 
an occaſion as the preſent ; it reſts with you to determine whe- 

© ther you will contemn it, and await the conſequence ; or whe- 
ther you will purſue the tenor of the precept, and live a glorious 
nation to ages. I have performed my duty with candour, and 
beſeech Heaven that a like ſincerity may attend you in the per- 
formance of yours, Life and death are placed before you, there- 
fore, while yet you have the option, chooſe life, that you and 


your ſeed may live. Which God of his infinite mercy grant, 
C. &c. | 
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